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PAGE 01 ABU DH 01379 301000Z 
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ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 AF-06 ARA-06 EUR- 12 EA-06 NEA-10 ISO-OO 

ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO 

FEAE-00 FPC-01 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

OMB-01 PM-03 USIA-06 SAM-01 OES-03 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 

TRSE-00 FRB-03 10-10 /131 W 

122797 

R 3009 17Z IUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3099 
INFO AMEMBASSY DOHA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
USINT BAGHDAD 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY IAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ABU DHABI 1379 

BEIRUT POUCH BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, TC 

SUB J : PETROLEUM - AUTHORITY TO DETERMINE QUALITY PREMIUMS 
REF: DOHA 747 (NOTAL) 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
PAGE 02 ABU DH 01379 301000Z 

1. IT WAS OUR CLEAR IMPRESSION HERE THAT WHEN ABU DHABI DECIDED CUT 
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SULPHUR AND GRAVITY PREMIUMS EFFECTIVE THE FIRST OF THIS YEAR, THEY 
DID SO UNILATERALLY. VARIOUS OPEC MEMBERS WERE INFORMED, BUT WE HAD 
NO INDICATION THAT APPROVAL OR PERMISSION WAS SOUGHT. 

2. WE HAVE NOW CONFIRMED THIS UNDERSTANDING WITH ABDULLA ISMAIL, 
UNDERSECRETARY IN ABU DHABI DEPARTMENT OF PETROLEUM. ACCORDING TO 
ISMAIL, OPEC IN 1973 GRANTED ITS MEMBERS AUTHORITY TO IMPOSE QUALITY 
AND LOCATION PREMIUMS ON INDIVIDUAL BASIS WITH ABU DHABI DECIDING AT 
THAT TIME ON 70 CENT FIGURE FOR MURBAN. SIMILARLY ABU DHABI WAS 
ALWAYS 

FREE TO CHANGE THIS PREMIUM AND DID SO THIS YEAR. 

3. ISMAIL STATED, HOWEVER, THAT SITUATION NOW CHANGING. HE SAID THAT 
DURING COURSE OF GABON OPEC MINISTERIAL IT WAS DECIDED TO ESTABLISH A 
COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD CONSIDER ISSUE OF PREMIUMS AS THEY APPLY TO GULF 

STATES (ISMAIL SAID LIBYA, ALGIERIA AND OTHERS NOT INCLUDED HAVING 
INSISTED FOR SOME TIME THAT THEY WISH MAINTAIN INDIVIDUAL CONTROL 
OVER THESE PREMIUMS.) ISMAIL SAYS THAT INVITATION RECEIVED FROM IRAN 
JUNE 28 TO ATTEND MEETING OF THIS COMMITTEE. ABU DHABI HAS ACCEPTED 
AND IS AWAITING REPLY FROM OTHER PARTICIPANTS. ISMAIL DID NOT 
SPECULATE ON NATURE OF DECISION WHICH COMMITTEE MIGHT TAKE, BUT DID 
NOTE THAT IT WOULD BE REPORTING BACK TO OPEC. (EMBASSY NOTES ISMAIL’S 
VERSION OF THIS DEVELOPMENT SLIGHTLY DIFFERENT FROM THAT CARRIED 
MEES 13 JUNE. NOT HAVING SEEN MEES AT TIME OF DISCUSSION WITH ISMAIL, 
EMBOFF DID NOT HAVE OPPORTUNITY SEEK CLARIFICATION OF DIFFERENCE. 

IF FURTHER OPPORTUNITY ARISES, WILL SEEK TO DO SO.) 

STERNER 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, ROYALTIES, SULFUR, PRICES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 30 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ABUDPI01379 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750225-0900 
From: ABU DHABI 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975061 /aaaaaarc. tel 

Line Count: 89 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 DOHA 747 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CunninFX 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10 APR 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <10 APR 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <22 SEP 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 
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Secure: OPEN 
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